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Use Data to Make an Informed Decision
Everyone responsible for the administration of public funds and the success of the students in their district has to 
make tough choices. Funds are tight and there are many things that need attention, no matter how big the school 
district. However, it’s easier to be confident in your decision when you know what the results of that decision will be. 
That’s why Mitinet has developed our Database Diagnostic Report.

What the Database Diagnostic Report Does
This simple, free report reviews your entire library collection database and provides information you can use  
to determine the quality of the MARC records that represent your collection. We export the database from your 
library’s automation system, run it through our diagnostic program and produce an easy to read report with  
information on key MARC record standards. Then we go over the report with you to answer any questions.

Some of the things you can learn about your database...

The size of your collection, and how it’s organized, both for the full catalog and by site. This helps you  
determine if there are sites where the collection database is managed particularly well or perhaps areas  
that need attention.

The number of items with errors or critical missing information. This is an indication of the number of  
items in your collection that may be underused. This can be used to help determine the potential cost of 
underused materials.

The number of subject headings for each record, in total and by collection. This helps you see if you could 
improve discoverability for areas of your collection by adding or enhancing the subject headings. It also  
indicates the number of items which could benefit from adding Kid-Friendly  terminology.

The number of items with reading program information by the four reading programs we support. View how 
many of your MARC records currently have reading program information for Lexile , Accelerated Reader ,  
Scholastic Reading Counts , and Fountas & Pinnell . You can also see how many you could add to your 
existing records, expanding the number of items you can more easily use with your chosen reading program 
before you even have to purchase another book.

The number of duplicate records. Not all duplicate records are errors, but reducing duplication streamlines 
the database and makes searches more effective. 

The number of MARC records that would be affected by RDA conversion. 

We know you need data to make big decisions. Mitinet’s free Database Diagnostic Report offers you real, current 
information about the state of your library’s MARC record database. And we believe that once you see what we 
can do for the quality and effectiveness of your database, the decision to use Mitinet to help make your library 
database more effective will be an easy one.

While it’s true that we hope you’ll consider joining Mitinet once you’ve reviewed the Database  
Diagnostic Report, you are under no obligation or pressure to purchase any of our services.

 

The North Coast Council Information Technology Center provides software support to  
several hundred K-12 Libraries in northeast Ohio.
To those who want to update their MARC records with reading level data, we always  
recommend subscribing to Mitinet Library Services...the service is both timely and cost-effective,  
the process is proven, and the results are impressive.
We seldom recommend vendors to our library customers, but Mitinet is an exception.

Greg Perciak, Library Services, North Coast Council - East, Ohio


